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1. Q. Describe the gereral lccation and instailatiocas at Tosmares shipyard.

A, The Tormares yard i located north of tie city of Liepaja, adjacent
. to the northern city limits, on ap artificial irlet. constructed in
’ 1900, The yard is about 3/k of a mile square, has %vO dry-docks, f
pbuilt on a north-south axis. The docke are slightly over 600 faet
leng, spproximately 90 feet wide, and exantly 3C feet from vaterline
to keel blocks, The drydocke :snaccommndate vessele up to 18,000 tons.
Bowever, I recell thet during the Soviet occupstion of 1940, the
cruiser Kirov calle 1u but would not quite f£it in the drydocks
because of length. Comment: Critchell Rimington's 25%1
g_ig&ti_:g Fleets, (New York, Dodd, Mead & Co, 164L) describes the
Pirov 68 & USOR heavy cruisger, completed in 1937, with sn estimated
dispiscement of 8,800 tons, and quoted dimensions of 627t 3" x 64 x 17%.
The Kirov and & sister-ship, the Maksim Gorki are listed as sesigned l
to the Soviet Baiti: Ses fleet./ Each drydotk has & tea-tor-nspacity
crane om each side. The channel from the drydocks to the Baltic Sea
is 27 feet deep, but must occasionally be dredged «t the iniet entrance

owing to silt deposits.

2, Q. How many pesple 414 the yard employ?
A. About 1500 in 1939, and from 2000 to 2500 from 1940 to 19kk.

3. Q. What types of building and repairs were conducted st tne yard?

A. No congruction was initiated between 1939 and iate 18, Prior to
World War II the yard built fishing vessels and small coastal steamwers.
The yard nas all the requisite construction facilities to operate a
building prugram. During the Soviet occupation of 1940-1941, we con-

. ducted external repairs on Soviet submarines and warships, mostly in

¥ the destroyer and frigate classes,
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Could the existing facilities of the yard be expanded?

‘Yes. Plans had already been drawm up ir lste 1939 to extend both
drydocks about 200 feet. Nv widening was coztemplated, z=d owing
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anyway. The lengthening process could be accomplighed fairly sasily
howevex.

t were some of the defects you noted in Soviet wsrehips repaired
iz the yardy

I underetsrnd there ere glx Waight clusges of Sovd y They
are 150 toms, 250 toms, 500 toms, 750 toms, 1 OnE s 1500 tong.
During 1940, 150 tonm, 250 ton, TS50 ton apd 130G+ ton pubmsrines were
repaired at Liepaja. Although Latviansg wers permitted inside Neuzdi
warships during the German occupation, the Scvictz never permitfed o
Latvian inside of one of their crafi, eo meet of cur repairs
conducted on the exteriocr of some shipe, Whez e Diesel eagine
needed changing, a special Soviet crew was brought in from the USSR
to remove the engine from the ship under rapair and trsnsport it 4o
the Diesel shop for repairs by Latvians undsr Soviet surveillavce.
Extermal repairs congisted of re-welding nprung plates. Ov rhe

smaller sutmarines, there was evidence of poor plate oo :

Some of the rubmarines also suffered from chrunic rudider

and Aifficulty with the water ejectior system wui:h puanps the balllast
tanks. There was some telk by Soviet crewmen of <kl 53 pollution
of the submarine from the batteries, but their Lones were not alarmist.

wsre

Descrite the condition of the shipyard wher you lett

The shipyard was virtuglly undsmaged by the evscusting Soviet and
Nazi armies in the pericd 1340 to 1945. Although the Fh:..rs planped
to raze the ysxd prior vo theilr retrest from the city dn L
understand €rom friends that they never hed the chance wwing Lo the
rapid Soviet advarce.

Comment on auy cther installations of eignificance at the yard.

As you will note in the disgram [bee Enclosure (A,), there are adegquate
installationss for all types of repeirs. I[p saditicr, the yard
acquired an 800 ton fl'a*ing drydock in 1943, which appsrontly wes
not meuttled in 10LG se {q*nr—ﬂM The yeri had one other flogiing

drydock of 300 tous, also reported und.q.maged ie AQh5.

What was the calibre of Soviet conduct end sdminiztrsation durizg
the USSR occupation of 1940-1941?

Boviet administration was frantic and disorgamized in 1943, Comfusiox,
duplication of =ffort, and suspision cf snbotsge wers wanmpsnt thvough-
out the Scviet wvisitatioa. Every feilure or missakxe was met with the
Soviet charge of "fascist ssbotage." Tke Scviet Compandsnt uged the
threa:¢ of imprisonment comstantly until he resiized that the exhauveted
Latvian % wrkers under bis rale had resched the point vhere they welcomed
incarceration as an opportunity to escape Soviet suthority.

[Bvailable for inspestion and selection at the CIa Graphice Register is a 3" x 5"

photograph of & Tosmares drydock./ i
-end -~

ENCLOSURE- (A): Mat with insert of Liepaja (to no scale) showing the lccation
of Tosmares yard, and a close-up sketch (to m: ccale) of yerd facilities.
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Insert shows general

location of Tasmores

Yards.
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